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Witness List 

Subcommittee on Health 

Committee on Veterans’ Affairs  

U.S. House of Representatives  

 

“Overcoming Barriers to More Efficient and Effective VA Staffing” 

 
Friday, May 15, 2015, at 9:45a.m. [immediately following Subcommittee markup] 

334 Cannon House Office Building 

 

Panel 1: 

 

Joan Clifford MSM, RN, FACHE 

Immediate Past President 

Nurses Organization of Veterans Affairs  

 

Samuel V. Spagnolo M.D.  

President  

National Association of Veterans Affairs Physicians and Dentists  

 

Rubina DaSilva PA-C 

President 

Veterans Affairs Physician Assistant Association 

  

Jeff L. Morris J.D.  

Director of Communications and External Affairs 

American Board of Physician Specialties 

 

Nichol L. Salvo DPM  

Member and Employee 

American Podiatric Medical Association 

 

Panel 2:  

 

Thomas Lynch M.D.  

Assistant Deputy Under Secretary for Health for Clinical Operations 

Veterans Health Administration 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 

 

Accompanied by:  

 

Elias Hernandez 

Deputy Chief Officer for Workforce Management and Consulting 

Veterans Health Administration 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs  

 

Donna Gage Ph.D., RN, NE-BC 

Chief Officer of Nursing 

Veterans Health Administration 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs  
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Statements for the Record:  

 

American Counseling Association  

 

American Federation Government Employees 

 

The American Legion 

 

Partnership for Public Service  

 

Merritt Hawkins  

 


